
Evaluating our Tentative Agreements

GWIs are General Wage 

Increases, set by agreement 

between our members’ 

employers and BMWED. CPI 

stands for Consumer Price 

Index, the major tool used to 

measure changes in prices over 

time. CPI-W is calculated by 

the US Department of Labor to 

represent goods and services 

purchased by wage-earning or 

clerical workers in 

representative parts of the US.

The Inflation Rate is calculated 

by the formula:

           CURRENT CPI-W

 -    PREVIOUS CPI-W

         INDEX POINT CHANGE

 ÷   PREVIOUS CPI-W

   YR. OVER YR. CHANGE

 x                100

    YEARLY INFLATION RATE (%)

You can learn more about how the Department of Labor calculates the CPI by visiting 

https://www.bls.gov/cpi/
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