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The Premier Provider of Wage

Loss Protection to Maintenance
of Way Crafts since 1923.

The best coverage and member benefits at the lowest rates in the industry!

* 20% discount when you pay annually. * Accidental death coverage on and off

 10% discount when you pay semiannually. the job, for you and your beneficiary at

no extra charge.”
¢ $100 cash reward for referring a co-worker!

* Generous Loyalty Appreciation program
awards you with tax-free cash back
at retirement.

e Our new No. 365 policy gives you 365 days
of coverage immediately. No waiting.

LECMPA wishes our brothers and sisters
at the BMWED a very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
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Protecting transportation workers since 1910.

800.514.0010 | underwriting@lecmpa.org | lecmpa.org ﬁ
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*Beneficiary Accidental Death coverage not available in California and Texas.
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USD LODGE 0377
Celebrates retirement of Brothers
Beto Ayala and Larry Fairchild!

USD 0377

BMWED Unified System Division Local Lodge 0377 displayed strong solidarity at their
lodge meeting in the Chicagoland area. Local 0377 members conducted the business
of their lodge and celebrated the retirement of Brothers Beto Ayala and Larry Fairchild.
Congratulations on a well-deserved retirement!




AT&SFF 0745
Lodge Meeting
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ATSFF 0745

A successful AT&SFF Local Lodge Meeting, with Assistant General Chairman Everett
Pitcock overseeing the Local Elections. Congratulations Brothers!
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ARSF 1081

Great turnout at the American Rail System Federation Lodge 1081 meeting. Thank you for
being involved and engaged in our union! The core of our strength.
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Local Lodge 1142
Election of Officers

BURL 1142

BMWED Burlington System Division Local Lodge 1142 conducted their lodge meeting and
held Local Lodge Elections in November. Congratulations to Rick Teniente, Brad Riddle,
Lori Teniente, and Dean Penfield on their elections. Thank you for pledging to accept the
vital responsibilities of the lodge.




ARSF 1362
Election of Officers

ARSF 1362

American Rail System Federation Lodge 1362 installation of new officers! Congratulations
to all and thank you for stepping up to serve our collective Brotherhood.
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50 Members

STRONG!
UPRF LOCAL 3012

UPRF 3012

50 Members STRONG showed up for the BMWED United Passenger Rail Federation
Local 3012 meeting. The meeting was led by Lodge President Alicia Pekarski, where
questions were fielded and lodge elections took place. SOLIDARITY.




Local 3082

Electric Traction

UPRF 3082

Huge turnout for UPRF Local Lodge 3082 Meeting! Lodge 3082 is made up of BMWED
members in Amtrak’s Electric Traction department. Our members involved in Electric
Traction (E.T.) maintain and repair the electrical systems throughout Amtrak’s Northeast
corridor as well as other MOW responsibilities. Workers in electric traction are essential to
the functionality and safety of Amtrak’s infrastructure. The Lodge conducted Local Lodge
Elections and voted on a Local Legislative Representative.
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77 STRONG!

UPRF Local 3014

UPRF 3014

Awesome turnout at the United Passenger Rail Federation Local Lodge 3014 meeting! 77
members in attendance, including several new hires. Our union's strength begins and ends
with unity at the local lodge level. We are truly stronger together. Solidarity!




PAID PARENTAL LEAVE

Four of our most cherished Sisters on the United Passenger Rail Federation were
recognized and bestowed honors for their major achievement of paid parental leave on
Amtrak.

Brotherhood members on Amtrak ratified a contract that provides up to 10 weeks of paid
parental leave. Chief among that successful drive were the four Sisters recognized by the
Railroad Generational Gala this past November.
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members of BNSF’s CG03 gang, working this Tuesday in Tulsa, Okla. on Halloween

I t was yet another week on the road for Brother Brandon Harris and the rest of the 21
night, many once again apart from their own families on the spooky holiday.

But this one was “sweeter” for Brandon’s three-year-old grandson, Killian, thanks to the
kinship and kindness of the AT&SFF brotherhood, who sprung into action to provide the
youngster with his very own “track or treat” romp around the hotel.

“‘Many of them canceled plans they had made that evening to do it,” Brother Brandon said.
“They ALL jumped at the chance. They went out and bought bags of candy on their own
to hand out to him. They sent me their room numbers and we went door-to-door trick-or-
treating with every member of the gang.”

The diminutive blue skeleton romped around the floors where the gang was lodged for the
night, cleaning up on candy. If for just one evening, it was an opportunity for everyone there
to be festive and not miss out on the fun despite being far from home.

Killian’s grandmother works from home, so she has the flexibility to occasionally visit her
husband when he’s out of town railroading. And this week that visit was special for everyone
on the gang.

“It was a small gesture but it's those things that can mean way more than anything that
happens on the tracks,” Brother Brandon said. “The gang gained a nephew, and | gained
new respect for a group of people | have worked with ALL year. The little blue skeleton
had a memorable experience that he will never forget.”
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UNION PLUS SCHOLARSHIP

Over $5.4 Million in Scholarships Awarded to Union Families
2024 - Apply Now!

£
g g3 13

By -

/

UNION
Application Deadline: January 31, 2024 PLUS

Union Plus scholarships available to BMWED members and family

Since 1991, the Union Plus Scholarship Program has awarded more than $5.4 million to

students of working families who want to begin or continue their post-secondary education.
More than 3,800 families have benefited from our commitment to higher education.

BMWED members and family are eligible for the Union Plus Scholarship. Amounts range
from $500 to $4,000. These one-time cash awards are for study beginning in the Fall of
2024. In 2023 BMWED had 4 winners totaling over $3,500 in scholarship funds. Students

may re-apply each year.
Please visit the link below for details and eligibility.

https.//www.unionplus.org/benefits/education/union-plus-scholarships
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BURLINGTON LODGE 0798 AND 0783

HOLIDAY PARTY

BMWED Burlington System Division Lodges 798 and 783 held their annual Christmas
party. Members of the lodges and their families provided food and desserts. There was a
50/50 drawing to raise money for Toys for Tots. Brother Wally Foster’s daughter Matti won
the drawing, and in true holiday spirit, keenly decided to donate the money back to the
charity. Well done, Matti! A great turnout with lots of members, retirees and their spouses.
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A MESSAGE FROM FRA ADMINISTRATOR

AMIT BOSE

November 15 marked the two-year anniversary of President
Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which is making
unprecedented investments in our freight and passenger rail
networks and the workers who make the railroads run. As
Administrator of the Federal Railroad Administration, my team and
| are implementing the infrastructure law’s important rail safety
improvements and its $66 billion in rail investments, while also
pursuing safety actions to help keep maintenance of way workers,
other railroaders, and the public safe.

While rail safety has long been the priority for FRA and for workers
like you who spend hours each day on the railroad, how the rail
industry operates remains in the news and on the Nation's mind,
and rightfully so. Each year, we experience an average of more
than one derailment a day and too many railroad workers lose their
lives on the job. FRA refuses to accept this moment as a time to
defend the status quo. As FRA Administrator, | am fully committed
to advocating for your safety, and, as the federal regulator, FRA has
taken several actions to make rail safer.

This year, FRA has issued five safety advisories and seven
bulletins to call attention to and recommend actions for addressing
unsafe conditions. This includes a September 29 Safety Advisory
that recommends railroads review, update, and communicate rules
related to roadway maintenance machines, and conduct additional
safety briefings to raise awareness of the hazards associated with
working or operating these machines.

FRA also has an active Rail Safety Advisory Committee working
group whose members dedicate their attention to the hazards
roadway workers face and collaborate on proposed solutions.
BMWE represents your voice on this working group and participates
in the ongoing discussions.

At the same time, FRA has utilized our rulemaking authority to improve safety, issuing multiple Notices of Proposed Rulemaking, and
the Biden Administration continues calling on the Class | railroads to provide workers with what so many of us take for granted: paid sick
days. Getting proper rest to recover from an illness helps ensure workers can make safe and sound decisions when on the job. After
much progress, nearly 90% of Class | freight workers have paid sick days, and | hope to see additional progress to ensure coverage for
the remaining workers.

In addition to safety regulations and advisories, FRA is implementing President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. Among its safety
provisions, this includes FRA creating a process for rail workers, along with railroads and other groups, to participate in FRA accident
and incident investigations, bringing your frontline perspectives and expertise to this critical work.

Our agency is also directly funding projects to make rail safer for people working on, living near, and travelling along railroad tracks. This
includes awarding $1.4 billion in Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvement (CRISI) grants for 70 projects that improve the
safety, efficiency, or reliability of rail. These grants are investments in our infrastructure and the workers who will make these projects a
reality. FRA also awarded over $570 million in Railroad Crossing Elimination grants for another 63 projects nationwide to prevent deadly
collisions with cars and pedestrians.

President Biden's Bipartisan Infrastructure Law also makes funding available for advancing traditional and high-speed passenger rail
projects across the country. This month, FRA announced $16.4 billion in funding for 25 passenger projects along the Northeast Corridor.
These projects will replace or upgrade major bridges and tunnels, and improve tracks, power systems, signals, stations, and more.
In the weeks ahead, FRA plans to announce billions more for projects outside the Northeast Corridor that improve, expand, or create
passenger rail service.

In total, FRA has advanced nearly 160 projects nationwide since the President signed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law two years ago.
Billions more in federal funding and additional freight and passenger rail projects are still to come. Your work on these projects—work
that is critical to improving the safety, efficiency, reliability, and sustainability of the Nation's rail network—uwill prove as important as ever.

You can be assured that you will have FRA's backing as we embark on projects that will generate and support good-paying, union jobs,
strengthen the existing workforce, and greatly benefit the daily lives of Americans across the country.

We are looking to BMWED's continued leadership in that process and to ensure the safety of workers like you remains a priority.

There is more work to do, and FRA will continue to use every resource we have to advance safety and invest in building the modern rail
network Americans want and deserve.This is a moment to commit to results, and | look forward to continuing FRA's work with

ALL of you into 2024 and beyond.

Amit Bose, FRA Administrator
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ALFREDO MACEVES ............ USD.............
ERIC J ADAMCZYK ..
BRANDON W ADAMS.
ANDREW W ADAMS.
SHELBY TADCOCK.
PAUL E ADKINS
JOHN P ADKINS ....
BRUNO E AGUILAR
JOSHUA P AHERN
KENNETH W ALBERTSON
RICKY ALCARAZ

CHARLES BALCOSER .. .0469 ...
TERRELL TALEXANDER 2411
CLAUDE ALEXANDER Il 2411

RALPH J ALIRES
ANDY LALLEN....
WILLARD AALLEN

JUSTIN LALLEN. .2931 ...
JOHN EALLEN .1155....
AUSTIN KALSOBROO! .2067 ...
DUSTY RALTMAN.... .2163 ...
GALE P ALVAREZ .. 1096 ...
ALEX BALVAREZ .. .0508 ...
BENJAMIN R ALVES. .0085 ...
CHRISTOPHER B AMBURGE' .0139...
JESSE D AMES . . 0688 ..

MATTHEW R ANASTASOFF...
DERWIN P ANDERSON
SVEN AANDERSON
DAVID J ANDERSON
MARIO ANDERSON..
JONATHAN W ANDERSON....
DEMETRIC K ANDERSON S
CHANCE D ANDES.
HUGO APARICIO ...
RAUDEL APARICIO
PHILLIP AARINGTON
RYAN J ARMENDARI
JON S ARMSTRONG

DANNY B ASH .... .0745 ...
JUSTIN Q ASHLEY .0918 ...
ADAM C ASHLOCK .0493 ...
CYLE L ASSARSSON .1108....
KENNETH T AURAND

ALEJANDRO AVILA.

ARTURO AYALA..

SAMUEL S AYRES.

CHRISTOPHER J AZULAY . .1516....
KENNETH W BABERS ... . 0564 ..

JOSHUA N BAGSHAW .
RONALD D BAILEY
DAVID T BAILEY ...
JEFFERY R BAILEY.
DAVID A BAKER
MARK A BAKER
CHRISTOPHER C BALLEW
DAVID A BALOW
BILLY J BANKS
DAVID C BARGER II.
BRETT K BARNES....
MICHAEL A BARNES
TEDD R BARNES ...
BRIAN K BARNETT ..
BRIAN S BARNETT ..
ROBERT J BARRINGE
JOHN K BARRON......
NATHAN E BATTELLINE .
OREN R BAUGHMAN
CODY J BAXTER
RICHARD BEAL .
NATHANIEL A BEARI
JOSHUA BEAUCHAMP
BRUCE L BECKER ...
PATRICK J BEDARD.
RANDY D BEELMAN JR
DELVIN H BEGAY
SHAWN BEHUN..
MICHAEL D BELCHER.....
EDWARD M BENDER JR
JASON H BENNETT
MICHAEL BERLIN
MICHAEL W BERNHART.
MICHAEL BERTRAM JR
BRIAN L BIANCA ...
JASON A BIERMAN
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WOODROW ABILLUPS
DARRIN L BINGHAM.
JOSEPH T BIVER ..
TIMOTHY R BLACK
PAUL R BLACK ...
MELVIN J BLACK I
JEREMY L BLANKENSHI
DENNIS R BLANN ...
ORVILLE P BOEHLKE
CHRISTIAN J BOEPPLE.
AARON C BOEVERS.
MICHAEL BOGDAN ...
MICHAEL BOGDANOWICZ .
MICHAEL J BOND.
VINCENT E BONVICINO I
SHAWN R BONVILLAIN
VLADIMIR P BORTNIK .
JOSHUA C BOWDEN
DONALD L BOWER...
DENNIS M BOWIE.
CALEN C BOWMAN
GORDON R BRADLEY JR.
TERRY B BRAGEWITZ.
JASON H BRANDT
NOE E BRAVO ...
HOMERO N BRAVO .
JEFF P BRAY
MICHAEL E BRENNAN.
SEAN P BRENNAN
TROY D BREWER .
JUSTIN G BROACH
NATHAN C BROCKLEY
DUSTIN L BROOKS...
RANDALL M BROOK:
OREN BROOKS..
JUSTIN W BROUG
WILLIAM F BROWN
JACOB R BROWN .
RANDY L BROWN .
DREW L BROWN ..
BEAU M BROWN
KEVIN BROWN...
TERRY ABROWN..
RONALD D BROWN
ZACHARY BROWN
CRAIG M BROWN
DENNY L BROWNING
BILLABRUMETT
BRYAN D BRUNETTE
JEFF B BRUNI JR..
JOSHUA M BRUNNER .
JESSE L BUCKINGHAM
STEVEN T BURCH
JAMES V BURLESON
RONALD W BURMAN...
JAMES K BURNETT ..
TONY D BURNETTI
DANIEL S BURNS..
STEVEN D BURRELL
RAYMOND C BURROWS
CHUCK S BURWELL.
STEPHEN L BUSSE
JOE B BUSSMAN ..
PATRICK S BUTLER
DREW T BUTTREY.
DANIEL J BYERSON .
FERNANDO CABRAL
RANDY R CABRERA.
CALVIN CADMAN ..
JACOB E CALKINS
DONALD L CALLAHAN.
JOSE D CAMACHO ...
MICHAEL D CAMPBELL
JUAN F CAMPOS
CALEB C Canadeo
KORNELL A CARACANE.
MARTIN M CARDENAS
ANTHONY CARDENAS
CHAD E CARDER..
STEVE G CARLTON
JUSTIN CARNEY
TIMOTHY A CARPENTER
TERRY E CARR
KEVIN S CARTER -
CHRISTOPHER C CARTER
CHRISTOPHER CARY..
DANIEL CASAREZ JR
AARON E CASBOHM ...
JOHN H CASTANEDA.
SHANE M CASTILLO.
HECTOR H CASTILLO JR
TIMOTHY P CASTO...
SCOTT M CASWELL .
MICHAEL J CATER
SHELDON W CAWTHRA.
RAFAEL M CHAPARRO...
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JON W CHAPMAN
JARED D CHARKAWAY
DUSTIN L CHASE
MARIO CHAVEZ .
MICHAEL A CHEREK.
JORDAN L CHESNEK.
JOSEPH T CHILDS.
LOUIS W CHOFFIN
JESTIN R CHRISLEY.
RYAN K CHRISTEN ...
PAUL A CHRISTENSEN
COREY L CHRISTOPHER
ADAM M CLARK
JOSHUA J CLAUSEN
JOSEPH T CLEARY JR
RYAN E CLEM
RUSSELL CLEMENTS .
JAMES M CLENDENIN.
KYLE J CLIFTON
GARRICK D CLINE.....
CHRISTOPHER CLINE.
CALEB W CLINTON...
ADDAM S COBLE
JAMES M COKER

BLAINE D COLGROVE.
JON D COLLIER
RYAN C COLLIER
ERIC COLLINS.
WYDELL K CONLE
LANCE M CONNOLLY
GARY ACOOK....
STEVEN M COPE
CARMEN CORDERO.
PHILLIP CORLEY Il
RUSSELL A CORN..
JERROD C CORNELIUS
CONLEY J COTTEN
CADE B COTTLE....
THOMAS M COURLAS.
DALE J COUVILLION JR
JARED M COVERT
CHRISTOPHER L COWART

KALEN S COWDEN
AARON CRANDALL...
JASON W CRAWFORD
CLINT T CRESPO
DONALD E CRIM
TRAVIS A CRIPPS
KYLE J CRIST
JESSIE L CROCKETT JR
CASEY C CRONE
JESSE L CRONE
JUSTIN L CROOKS.
MARK T CROSS
MICHAEL J CROWE
NATHAN E CRUMP.
ENRIQUE F CRUZ..
JONATHAN R CUCINELLO ....
TIMOTHY CULLEN ....
DAIGUIRI B CUMMING
WILL CUMMINGS 11l
MICHAEL R CUNNINGHAM ...
MICHAEL F CUNNINGHAM....
ERIC P CURRIER
DAVID ACYRIER
GEOFFREY H CYRUS
NATHAN E CYRUS.....
JAMES S CZECH JR .
JOSHUA T DAFFINSON
ARTHUR L DALE SR
RYAN J DAMER
JEFFREY A DAMEWOOD.
ADAM L DAVIDSON
BRENT E DAVIS,
AGDAVIS ...
WILLIAM D DAVIS
RYAN C DAVIS....
LEONARD J DAVIS.
JEREMIAH C DAVIS
JOSHUAC DAVIS ...
MICHAEL E DAVIS JR
JOHNNY E DAVIS SR
THOMAS N DAWSON
DAVID P DE JOHN.
HECTOR DE LEON.
ANTHONY C DE MICHEL
JOSEPH T DE VOS ...
JEFFREY M DECKER
ADAM F DEEL
ABRAHAM L DEHART
TERRY L DELCOUR..
ARTIS M DELONEY ...
RYAN E DERICKSON
ROCKEY D DEWITT JR
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.0377 ...

.3039...
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- 1099 ..
2419 ...
.2162...

.0986 ...
.1432...
.0134 ...
1393 ...
.3014 ...
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MIKE F DI GENNARO....
JONATHAN DICKERSON.
MARK E DICKINSON.
LAVONE DICKSON.
JACOB N DIETZ...
ROBERT W DIETZ .
JACOB M DIETZ.
CHRISTOPHER C DILLOI
JAMES B DITTBERNER ...
NATHAN D DOLLINS.
ROBERT M DONNER
TIMOTHY E DOOLEY
RUBEN DOROSCAN.
RICHARD L DORSEY
GAVIN DOYLE .
NOAH N DRUR
SCOTT P DUGAN
DEREK DUNNE
SHAWN A DUNNIHOO
THADDEUS D DURHAM .
TRAVIS B EACRET.
ALAN W EADS
CHRISTOPHER S EAGLE
CHRISTOPHER T EASTERLING
THERON P ECHOLS .
KEVIN M EDENBURN
KALE S EDINGER...
MICHAEL L EDWARDS..
MICHAEL W EDWARDS
JORDAN W EDWARDS .
EDWARD A EGGERS
MATTHEW T EGGERS
JUAN F ELIZALDE ..
RODNEY L ELLIOTT.
SHAWN AELLIS .
DANNY R ELLIS
DUSTIN E ELLISON
THEODORE K ELSER
MARK K EMELIO ...
KEATON L EMMERICI
DARYLE G ENGELKING
WAYNE S ENGLAND
DOUGLAS ENGSTROM
DUSTIN J ERICHSRUD.
KEITH M ERICKSON .
NICHOLAS D ESTES.
MICHAEL L EUBANKS
LANCE M EWERT...
JOSHUA FAHRINGER
NED FAILS ..............
MIKE C FAIRCHILD
DONNY J FAITALA..
RONALD D FENSTERMACHER..
GREGORY A FERGUSON
PERRY L FERRELL
DONALD D FINNELL JR
JOSEPH FITZGIBBON...
SEAN E FLOTKOETTER
HEAVER L FOLK
SAMAFOLK ...
DAVID A FOLLOWELL
DARIN M FORDYCE..
ROBERT AFORSHEY JR.
JEFFREY C FOSTER
CHARLES D FOUST..
JORDAN FOWLER.
DAVID R FRAKES...
HORANE K FRANCIS
KEITH B FRANKA....................
ROBERT A FRANKHOUSER ..
JEREMIAH FRANKLIN
CODY J FRAZEE .
ERIC R FRAZEE ..
JOSHUA L FREER
LUKE FRESHWATER:
DANIEL J FREY
JOSHUAT FRISK.
TRAVIS RFRY.
JASON B FRYE
SCOTT W FULCHER.
ALTON M FULLER
KEITH T GABRIEL ..
DON C GALBREATH .
KEVIN M GALLAGHER .
BRIAN M GALLES
HERBERT R GALLOWAY .
TONY GALVAN
ERNEST T GANDOLFO
HORACIO GARCIA.
ALIBER E GARCIA..
JOSEPH D GARLAND
BRENT L GARRETSON.
BRADLEY A GARRETT..
COREY J GATIEN
BRENT GATTON..
JOSEPH V GAUGHAN
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BRIAN M GAULDIN.
WILLIAM B GAVISK ...
MATTHEW S GAWECKI
TYLAN C GAYMAN.....
JOHN GEDNEY
PAYTON S GEORGE.
WILLIAM E GIBBONS
RONNIE GIBSON....
REGINALD A GIBSON
MARTIN V GIBSON JR.

.0598 ...2008 BENJAMIN P HENSLEY
.0493...2008 ABRAM J HENSLEY
.2418...2003 JARED M HENSON
.0899...2008 MICHAEL E HERAL
.0655 ...2008 ERIC B HERBERT...
.2410...2013 RANDY J HERMAN.
.0798 ...2008 JOHN G HERMAN ..
.0025 ...2008 HECTOR A HERNANDEZ.
.1618...2008 NESTOR D HERNANDEZ
.0702...2008 ISAAC HERNANDEZ .

2624 ...2008 CODEY M JOHNSON .
0788 ...2008 HUBERT H JONES .
0493 ...2008 DARRIN W JONES .
0908 ...2013 TIMOTHY J JONES.
2286 ..2003 CURTIS L JONES
2435...2013 STEVEN A JONES
0566 ...2008 KENNETH J JONES
0508...2013 FREDRICK JONES .
0469 ...2008 CHARLES A JONES.
1806 ... 2008 DUSTIN R JONES

...2013 HEATH E LORD
...2008 JUSTIN H LOTHARIUS
..2003 ALFRED J LOWERY
...2013 MICKEY S LOWERY...
...2008 CHRISTOPHER LUCERO .
...2003 LAWRENCE W LUJAN...
...2013 IAN W LUKE
...2003 JOHN J LUKOWITZ
...2013 JOSH A LUNDRY
...2013 SEAN B LYNCH

KEITHA GIESE... .2931...2008 SHAWN E HERNDON 1453 ...2008 JERRY D JORDAN ...2008 JOHNATHAN C LYNCH .
JASON E GILBERT. .0757 ...2008 JOSE J HERRERA JR. 1563 ...2003 SCOTT JORNIGAN JR ...2008 KIRKLAN L MAC MILLAN
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PAID SICK LEAVE
FOR RAILROAD
WORKERS NOW!

his Nov. 15, BMWED members
I on |Indiana Harbor Belt (ASF)
and Canadian National (WCSD)
demonstrated outside those respective
offices in Hammond, Ind. and Homewood,
lll.  Management on both properties
still refuse to provide paid time off for
unexpected illness. In the case of CN, they
remain insistent on tying stipulations that
would penalize its use, punitive conditions
that our membership can’t accept. On IHB,
they remain intractable as well, shamelessly
crying poor hoping no one will mention that
they are jointly-owned by profitable Class |
operators Conrail and CPKCS.

Since the conclusion of the last National
Freight Bargaining round over a year ago,
rail labor has achieved paid sick leave on
roughly 80 percent of the carriers. BMWED
members have led that charge. Through a
campaign that has exposed the greed of the
carriers and completely embarrassed them
in the court of public opinion, many finally
saw the light.

There remain disgraceful outliers though.
CN and IHB are two. There are additional

CHECK OUT OUR VIDEO
LINKS ON PAID SICK LEAVE

smaller roads that haven’t escaped our notice,
as well. We'll be visiting them soon enough
should they continue their obstinance. New
Orleans Public Belt and St. Louis Terminal
Railroad are two that are on our radar and
members on those properties should remain
prepared to engage in rallies on those
properties in the very immediate future.

Nothing comes easily in this industry. Archaic
rail management struggles to adapt to these
times. We don't live in the robber baron days
any longer, no matter how indignant they
continue to operate. But we remain strong
and confident in this fight. The Brotherhood is
united and empowered, feeding off the recent
resurgence of organized labor, determined
to rectify railroading and bring respect and
dignity to the workers who keep the industry
strong and profitable.

This week was an encouraging and important
flex of that muscle. We are proud to stand
with our members on the ASF and WCSD
and we will prevail. Paid Sick Leave without
Penalty Now!

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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PAID SICK LEAVE FOR RAILROAD WORKERS NOW!

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

CHECK US OUT
ON DEMAND JED TV
AT THE 30:00 MARK

004 Worhe s
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JAMES R. HOFFA MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE TO BMWED
MEMBERS AND DEPENDANTS

Academic
Scholarships

Available
Now Accepting Applications

-
Deadline: March 1, 2024

JAMES R. HOFFA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

APPLY NOW for a James R. Hoffa Memorial Scholarship!

The application system is now open and can be accessed at:
https://aim.applyists.net/ JRHMSF.

Eligible students must be: high school seniors in the U.S. or
Canada who arethe sons, daughters or financial dependents of
Teamster members (including members of the BLET, BMWED
and TCRC).

Scholarships range from $1,000 to $10,000 for Academic and
$500 to $2,000 for Vocational. The deadline for completing the
application process is March 1, 2024. Additional information
can be found here:

https://www.jrhmsf.org/index.cfim?zone=/unionactive/view article.cfm&HomelD=912863
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2023 BMWED FMLA School
December 13, 2023

Presented by

The University of lowa Labor Center

BMWED OFFICERS HONE THEIR SKILLS IN NAVIGATING OUR FMLA RIGHTS!

Officers from around our union gathered in an online
workshop this Dec. 12 and13 to develop their skills
in understanding the rights our members have
under the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA).
FMLA provides employees with a legal right to job-
protected, unpaid leave for qualified medical and
family reasons. Employees who meet the eligibility
requirements can use up to 12 weeks of FMLA leave
to care for themselves, provide care to children or
incapacitated family members, have time to bond
and care for a newborn child, and support a family
member in military service. FMLA offers employees
a path to take intermittent leave to care for chronic
conditions, block leave to heal and recover from
treatment, or other options that fit their treatment
plan. While using FMLA, an employee’s healthcare
coverage is continued, and they are protected against
suffering a harmful change in their employment
condition upon return to work.

Our members work within collective bargaining

agreements  that provide medical leave.
Understanding how these rights interact with FMLA
and other statutes helps our members and officers
identify where railroads may not be providing the full
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range of benefits and options to which we are entitled
under law.

BMWED officers from 7 of our System Divisions and
Federations, as well as our National Division, took
part in this 2-day training session, conducted jointly by
the Education Department and Dr. Paul Iversen of the
University of lowa’s Labor Center. Training took place
over Zoom and included discussion, case studies,
exercises, and readings to help our officers recognize
how FMLA protects worker and family rights.

As Brother Narciso Acosta, Vice Chairman of the
Unified System Division, said, “There was so much
| didn't know about the FMLA now feel | am better
equipped to handle a case if one comes to me.”

Your BMWED Education Department will look for
further development opportunities to sharpen our skills
and offer us all more tools to build a stronger union.
Where we can engage experts from other organizations
and universities, like the lowa Labor Center, we will
do what we can to make their resources accessible
for our members. You can learn more at https:/www.

bmwe.org/education.



https://www.bmwe.org/education
https://www.bmwe.org/education
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MEMBERS OF THEBMWEDBURLINGTONSYSTEM
DIVISION ON CPKC RAILWAY’S SOO-MILW.

LINE RATIFY NEW COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT

NEW
SOO-MILW

AGREEMENT
RATIFIED

embers of the Burlington System
Division on CPKC Railway’s Soo-Milw.

MLine have ratified a new collective

bargaining agreement.

The BSD members on the Soo-Milw. were
extremely engaged throughout the process
and that diligence has led to significant
improvements to the contract. Especially
noteworthy was the voter turnout during the
ratification process, which topped 80 percent.

“During this round of voting the CP membership
turned out in unprecedented numbers with an
82 percent voter turnout, this truly shows their
engagement in this process and that they
are indeed paying attention,” BSD General
Chairman George Loveland said. “With this
3-year contract the CP Members will receive
a 15.5 percent wage increase with significant
improvements in travel expenses with no
concessions on their part.”

Reaching a new contract is a significant victory,
but Brother Loveland wants to encourage the
Soo-Milw. members to continue theirimpressive
engagement to press for further achievements
on the property.

“It has been an uphill battle with CP to get to this
point but the membership’s perseverance and
insistence on getting a fair contract got us to this
point without having to give up their work rules to
get what they deserve,” Brother Loveland said.
“This victory is short lived because in a year or
less we will be back at the bargaining table starting
all over again. In the interim, we plan on engaging
CPKC to hopefully get some further agreements
accomplished, such as sick leave and CDL deals.
That would help greatly in speeding up the next
round when we once again start bargaining over
wages.”

...with an 82 percent
voter turnout, this truly
shows their engagement
in this process and that
they are indeed
paying attention...
With this 3-year contract

the CP Members will
receive a 15.5 percent
wage increase with
significant improvements
in travel expenses
with no concessions on
their part.
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Brother McGuire was a longtime officer in the old lllinois Central Gulf
Federation, serving most recently as the Vice
Chairman/Secretary-Treasurer for over ten years. Working alongside
now-retired General Chairman Hayward Granier, Brother McGuire
was a longtime advocate in Union matters for the BMWED.

Prior to his election to Union office, Brother McGuire started his
railroading career as a trackman on a Canadian National South tie
gang on Jan. 7, 1997. He transferred to CN North on Oct. 19, 1998
(BMWED Local Lodge 17) where he remained until his election to
system federation office.

L

The Brotherhood is saddened to learn that Brother Darrell L. McGuire passed away this
morning from complications from a heart attack. He was just 57 years old.

Brother McGuire was a longtime officer in the old lllinois Central Gulf Federation, serving
most recently as the Vice Chairman/Secretary-Treasurer for over ten years. Working
alongside now-retired General Chairman Hayward Granier, Brother McGuire was a longtime
advocate in Union matters for the BMWED.

Prior to his election to Union office, Brother McGuire started his railroading career as a
trackman on a Canadian National South tie gang on Jan. 7, 1997. He transferred to CN
North on Oct. 19, 1998 (BMWED Local Lodge 17) where he remained until his election to
system federation office.

Upon the ICGF merger to the Unified System Division, Brother McGuire joined the officer
corps of the USD as a Vice Chairman. At the time of his heart attack, Brother McGuire
returned to CN North, running the tamper on a tie gang since January of this year.

“My heart is heavy today with the news of Brother McGuire’s passing,” BMWED

President Tony D. Cardwell said. “Brother McGuire was a close friend and a great Union
representative. He helped my family in a time of need and did the same for so many other
people. | am praying for his family. | will miss him.”

Brother McGuire leaves behind his wife, Michelle, and three sons, Matthew, 28, Cody, 27,
and Mason, 10.
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UNITED

“~ BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Resources to help
make life a little easier

Resources to Help m;

Children Feel Their Best / \\

UNITED

As part of The National Railroad Plans -
Health & Welfare Benefits, you and your
covered family members have access to
United Behavioral Health, whether you're
enrolled in an Aetna, Highmark or
UnitedHealthcare medical plan. Your benefits
include a network of behavioral health
clinicians who offer confidential care for:

-Stress, anxiety and depression
-Alcohol and substance use
-Eating disorders

-Autism spectrum disorder (ASD)

-And more

(OANCE o,r 4,

YOUR TRACK

T[l HEALTH

Call 1-866-850-6212
anytime for 24/7 immediate
support or use Teladoc to
connect virtually with a
behavior health provider.

Teladoc.

HEALTH
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MWED members covered under the
National Health and Welfare Plan will see
no change to their monthly contribution
rate for insurance coverage.

Members from the Cooperating Railway Labor
Organization (in which the BMWED is a part) and the
National Carriers’ Conference Committee reviewed
the rates with officials from United Healthcare this
week as part of an annual review. The cost-share
cap will remain at 15 percent for members resulting
in no increase. The benefits will remain the same for
the entirety of 2024.

As part of Presidential Emergency Board 250,
the yearly $1,000 lump sum to each member as
recommended and adopted was intended to offset
any potential increase to monthly contributions.
Seeing no increase this upcoming year to the cost-
sharing, that money is now effectively a bonus.

“This is great news for our members as we near
the end of the year and approach the holiday
season,” BMWED President Tony D. Cardwell said.

"l

’_‘ YOUR TRACK
-———¥ T(0 HEALTH
Insurance Premiums for
BMWED Members under
the National Health and

Welfare Plan will Rermain the
Same in 2024

GOT YouU A‘me‘a‘r SIG< 'c;AJ

“Unionized railroaders in all crafts, including our
members in the BMWED, can now count on stable
monthly rates in their health insurance benefits with
the knowledge that there will be no increase in their
personal expense. This is a good development for
all railroaders.”

The current monthly cost-sharing expense for
BMWED members covered under the National Plan
is $309.21.
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Q&A: RRB Appeals

Procedures
December 2023

Persons claiming retirement, disability, or
survivor annuities or unemployment or
sickness benefits from the Railroad
Retirement Board (RRB) have the right to
appeal unfavorable determinations on their
claims. The following questions and answers
describe the RRB’s appeals process for
individuals whose claims under the.Railroad
Retirement Act (RRA) or Railroad o
Unemployment Insurance Act (RUIA) are ﬁ'm «ﬂ‘&
denied, or who are dissatisfied with decisions (d 3
on their claims. ;
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Railroad Retirement Information Rrregov
877-772-5772 general

U.S. Railroad Retirement Board  "fomaten

. L Public Affairs
844 North Rush Street Chicago, lllinois 60611-1275 312.7514777

For Publication
December 2023

RRB Appeals Procedures

Persons claiming retirement, disability, or survivor annuities or unemployment or sickness benefits
from the Railroad Retirement Board (RRB) have the right to appeal unfavorable determinations on
their claims. The following questions and answers describe the RRB’s appeals process for individuals
whose claims under the Railroad Retirement Act (RRA) or Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act
(RUTA) are denied, or who are dissatisfied with decisions on their claims.

1. How do individuals request review of unfavorable claim decisions and what are the time
limits?

The RRB has a three-stage review and appeals process for all claims under the RRA and the
RUIA.

Individuals dissatisfied with the RRB’s initial decision on a claim have 60 days from the mailing
date of the decision notice to request review by the agency’s reconsideration section. While requests
must be in writing, they do not have to be submitted via a specific RRB form and should be mailed or
taxed to the individual’s local RRB field office or the reconsideration section at RRB headquarters at
844 North Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611-1275. Requesting review from the RRB’s
reconsideration section is mandatory before an appeal may be filed with the RRB’s Bureau of
Hearings and Appeals.

In cases mvolving RRA annuity overpayments, individuals have the right to request waiver of
overpayment recovery by the RRB, in addition to reconsideration of the overpayment decision. If
currently entitled to a railroad retirement annuity, they may also elect to have a personal conference as
part of that request.

As for RUIA benefit overpayments, claimants may request waiver of overpayment recovery if the
benefit overpayment is more than 10 times the maximum daily benefit rate.

While review of an overpayment must be requested within the legal timeframes, a request for a
waiver may be made any time. However, for overpayment recovery to be deferred while a waiver
request 1s pending, the waiver request must be in writing and filed within 60 days from the date on
which the overpayment notice was mailed. A request for waiver received after 60 days will be
considered but will not defer collection of the overpayment, and any portion of the overpayment
recovered prior to the date on which the waiver request is filed will not be subject to waiver.

(More)
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2. What are the second and third stages of the appeals process and their time limits?

If dissatisfied with the reconsideration or waiver decision on a retirement, disability, survivor,
unemployment or sickness claim, individuals may appeal to the RRB’s Bureau of Hearings and
Appeals (H&A), which 1s independent of the units responsible for initial and reconsideration
decisions. Appellants have 60 days from the mailing date of the reconsideration or waiver decision
notice to file an appeal. The appeal must be filed using RRB Form HA-1. which may be obtained from
the RRB’s website, RRB.gov. or an agency field office, and submitted to H&A by mail, fax, or email.
If necessary, H&A may further investigate the appeal and obtain pertinent information from RRB field
representatives, designated medical examiners, and others. When the appeal involves a question of
fact, an appellant has the right to an oral hearing before a hearings officer. Most oral hearings are
conducted by video conferencing or telephone. In-person hearings are generally held at the appellant’s
local RRB field office or another location as designated by the hearings officer.

Appellants who are dissatisfied with H&A’s decision may further appeal to the RRB’s three-
member Board, which heads the agency, within 60 days from the mailing date of H&A’s decision.
This appeal must be filed using RRB Form HA-1, which, as stated above, may be obtained from the
RRB’s website, RRB.gov, or an agency field office, and submitted to H& A. Appellants should note
that the three-member Board ordinarily will not accept additional evidence or conduct a hearing
regarding the applicable matter.

3. What criteria is applied to waiver requests of retirement, disability, or survivor annuity
overpayments and unemployment or sickness benefit overpayments?

An obligation to repay any erroneous annuity or benefit payments may be waived only if the
following conditions are met: the person was not at fault in causing the overpayment; and recovery of
the overpayment would render that person unable to meet ordinary and necessary living expenses. or
overpayment recovery would be “against equity or good conscience.” RRB regulations define against
equity or good conscience as meaning that claimants have, by reliance on the payments, or on notice
that payments would be made, relinquished a significant and valuable right or changed their position to
their substantial detriment.

Additionally, in cases involving unemployment or sickness benefits, the overpayment must be
more than 10 times the current maximum daily benefit rate ($87 in the benefit year beginning July 1,
2023).

Persons requesting waiver may be asked to complete a financial statement form provided by the
RRB.

4. What happens if a person’s appeal is not filed within the prescribed time limit?

Failing to request reconsideration or to file an appeal within the prescribed time limit forfeits
further appeal rights unless there is good cause for the delay. Examples of good cause include: serious
illness: a death or serious illness in the appellant’s immediate family; destruction of important or
relevant records: failure to be notified of a decision: an unusual or unavoidable circumstance which
demonstrated that the appellant could not have known of the need for timely filing or which prevented

(More)
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timely filing; or the claimant thought that his or her representative had requested reconsideration or
appeal. If good cause is not established, further appeal is forfeited except for contesting the
determination that the reconsideration or appeal request was not filed timely.

5. Are there appeal options beyond the RRB?

Yes. Appellants dissatisfied with the three-member Board’s final decision may file a petition with
the appropriate U.S. Court of Appeals to review the Board’s decision. In cases imnvolving retirement,
disability or survivor annuities, the petition for review must be filed within one year after the mailing
date of the Board’s decision. In cases involving claims for unemployment or sickness benefits, the
petition for review must be filed within 90 days of the mailing date of the Board’s decision.

6. Can railroad employers contest their employees’ unemployment and sickness benefits
claims?

Yes. A railroad employer who is a party to a claim for unemployment or sickness benefits may
protest the payment of those benefits. However, such protests do not prevent timely payment of
benefits. If the employer’s protest is ultimately successful, a railroad employee may be required to
repay benefits. The railroad employer also has the right to appeal an unfavorable decision to H&A.

7. Where can a person obtain the RRB forms required to appeal unfavorable decisions as
well as assistance in completing them?

e Requests for reconsideration of an initial decision must be in writing, but do not have to be
submitted via a specific form.

e The appropriate form for waiver of overpayment recovery is ordinarily enclosed with the
overpayment notice mailed by the RRB.

o RRB Form HA-1, which must be used to file an appeal with H& A and the RRB’s three-
member Board, 1s available online at RRB.gov by clicking on the Resources tab and then
selecting Appeals. It can also be obtained from any RRB field office or the RRB’s Bureau of
Hearings and Appeals, 844 North Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611-1275.

Individuals with questions about the RRB’s appeals procedures or requiring assistance with the
appeals process can call an RRB field office toll-free at 1-877-772-5772. Agency field offices also
offer in-person service. While persons seeking in-office assistance are encouraged to schedule an
appointment with their local field office by calling the agency’s toll-free number, individuals without
appointments will not be refused service. However, those without an appomtment may be asked to
schedule an appointment for a later time if there is no immediate availability. Individuals should bring
a photo ID when visiting a field office. Field office addresses can be found by clicking on the Field
Office Locator tab at RRB.gov or by calling 1-877-772-5772. RRB field offices are generally open
Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., except for Federal holidays.

##H#
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DPresident's
PERSPECTIVE

t is well recognized that National Freight

Bargaining within the framework of the

Railway LaborAct(RLA)canbeexactlythat

--- laborious. The legislation was intended
to be deliberative to prevent rash decisions
from both the Unions and management alike.
In that vein, it has succeeded.

Over the nearly 100 years since the passage
of the RLA, it is indisputable that the law has
aided in tampering down the labor strife that
predated its adoption. This is not to say that it
has eliminated labor frustration within the rail
industry, but bargaining within the parameters
set forth in the RLA has certainly cooled what
once was a boiling hot relationship between
the railroads and their workers.

But as society has progressed through the last
century, immediacy and speed has become
the norm. This is certainly no different for
railroaders, including BMWED members. We
live in a much faster world than in 1926, when
the RLA was signed into law.

That said, our Brotherhood has heard the
membership’s frustration with the glacial
pace of National Freight Negotiations and
recognizes the need to reasonably accelerate
future bargaining rounds as much as possible.
Waiting five, six, seven, or even eight years
for new contracts is justifiably maddening
for our members and gives new meaning to
the oft-repeated railroad phrase “hurry up
and wait.” Though this limbo has effectively
become operating norm, we agree with those
frustrated with the glacial pace and aim to

Tony Cardwell, BMWED President

expedite this upcoming National Bargaining
round. The hope if successful is a new
strategy that could prove beneficial, most
importantly to BMWED members, but also to
the Class | freight railroads themselves.

With that in mind, we have inquired with
several Class | carriers about interest in
starting negotiations ahead of the moratorium.
Perhaps you are unfamiliar with bargaining
moratoriums, but they are not uncommon. As
recommended by Presidential Emergency
Board 250, the current moratorium is set to
expire November 2024, almost a full calendar
year away. Moratoriums are a period where
neither side can force the other to engage in
bargaining. Bargaining during moratoriums
can only occur if both sides agree to engage.

If both parties agree to begin negotiations
before the moratorium there is nothing within
the RLA precluding it. Initial proposals from
the BMWED toward the carriers indicated
that they are considerate to the idea of early
bargaining. This is not surprising as both our
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union and the carriers have an interest in a
timelier bargaining round.

Naturally, both the railroads and the Unions
have issues they wish to address in the
upcoming round. Though many of those
pressing issues won’t be settled overnight,
starting the process will help get us to mutual
solutions more quickly.

The last round boiled over in a very public
way. We were not afraid of that fight and
we did not back away from it. From a public
relations standpoint, we won. The BMWED
bruised the railroads and their reputations
in a way that — frankly — embarrassed them.
They have stated as such. And they have
also relayed a reluctance to go through that
public shaming again.

So, mindful of that, and with the added
emphasis that our membership has tired
of the belabored bargaining process that
has become frustratingly commonplace,
we are advocating for a jump start ahead

of the moratorium. We feel that it can be
accomplished without conceding any of our
principles, would not be harmful to any of
our demands, and quite honestly would be
beneficial to both the BMWED and the Class
| freights who customarily bargain together in
the National Carriers Conference Committee.

Knowing that protracted bargaining rounds
have become the norm, and understanding
that an effort needs to be made to accelerate
the process, we plan to commence bargaining
with any and every Class | carrier willing to
sit down and genuinely negotiate as soon as
possible.

- Tony Cardwell
BMWED President
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CALIFORNIA’S NEW HIGH SPEED RAIL SYSTEM
WILL BE COMPLETELY OPERATED AND
MAINTAINED BY UNION WORKERS
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CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL TRACK MAINTENANCE WILL BE PERFORMED BY BMWED MEMBERS

nadopted memorandumofunderstanding
Areached today ensures the maintenance,

repair, and inspection of track for the
new California High Speed Rail project will
be performed by workers represented by the
BMWED-IBT.

The California High-Speed Rail Authority
(CHRSA) plans to construct commuter rail
between Merced and Bakersfield, Calif., with
further intentions to expand operations to link
San Francisco to Anaheim.

Once the rail line is completed, those employed
to maintain, inspect and repair the track will be
covered under the Railway Labor Act to seek
collective representation and the CHRSA will
not impede organizational efforts between
those employees and the BMWED.

The MOU reached not only ensures the
maintenance of way employees with Union
representation, but is all-encompassing,
meaning that everyone hired on the commuter
linein ALL crafts will be afforded with full
Union recognition and the ability to negotiate
contractual terms.

“This is a big win for BMWED and California
High Speed Rail, with the hard work of
everyone from members to officials in

ALL aspects of the project, we are ensured
that the California High Speed rail line will
operate using skilled, Union workers capable of
the best and most knowledgeable rail expertise
possible,” BMWED Director of Government
Affairs Jeff Joines said.

The MOU includes language that ensures
any future “successor in interest” beyond the
CHRSA to abide by the RLA and maintain
employees’ rights to representation that the act
enshrines, committing that any operating entity

...with the hard work
of everyone from
members to officials
in ALL aspects of the
project, we are en-
sured that the Cali-
fornia High Speed
rail line will operate
using skilled, Union
workers capable of
the best and most
knowledgeable ralil
expertise possible.

used to perform any rail functions or traditional rail
work will be or will become a covered employer
under the Railroad Retirement Act of 1974 and
the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act.

“This is a significant and important achievement
for these future railroaders and for the project’s
overall viability,” BMWED President Tony D.
Cardwell said. “It is valuable for the people of
California that such vital work be performed by
the upmost professionals of the railroading crafts.
Men and women who hold the expertise to ensure
quality work and have the rights and backing of
their Unions to guarantee that the commuter line is
successful, professional and provides contractual
protections for the skilled laborers.”
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RETIREMENT CHANGES DURING
7/11/2023 TO 12/10/2023

*** December 2022 ***
ARTHUR L CHISOLM AF 1021 UP

12/05/2022
JOSE RIVAS AF 1254 UP
12/31/2022
DAVID E SIMON AF 1011 UP
12/31/2022

*** February 2023 ***
THURMAN D SWIFT AF 1353 UP
02/09/2023

** May 2023 ***
MARK W NEUNER AF 0996 UP

05/30/2023
JOSELMORAN USD 0922 UP
05/31/2023
ALFREDO R KATAMURA BURL
0344 BNSF 06/01/2023
LESTER LRIFFEL BURL 0961 BNSF
06/01/2023
SIGKFRED T VILLARREAL AT&SFF
2412 BNSF 06/02/2023
DONN L COOPER BURL 1965 SOO
06/02/2023
JAMES D JACKSON BURNOR
0016 BNSF 06/02/2023
JOE D ANDERSON USD 1216 UP
06/02/2023
JAMES K DONOGHUE AT&SFF
2415 BNSF 06/09/2023
ROMAN R VAZQUEZ usb

1227 UP 06/09/2023

MARVIN J BACA AT&SFF 2415 BNSF
06/10/2023

PAUL F DERRY  AT&SFF 2419 BNSF
06/10/2023

DOUGLAS J HIATT BURL 1214 BNSF
06/16/2023

WILLIAM J GARIBAY UPRF
2857 NIR 06/16/2023

JOHN L MARQUIS BURL 0788 BNSF
06/17/2023
STEVEN AFIGUEROA BURNOR
0159 BNSF 06/17/2023
RICKY D CONNER AF 2067 CSXT
06/23/2023
CHRIS AMAGNANIBURL 1888 BNSF
06/30/2023
ANDREW C VULGAS BURNOR
1453 BNSF 07/01/2023
PEDRO JINNITY ~ USD 1020 UP
07/01/2023

Ralph M Sandgren BURNOR 0104 BNSF
07/03/2023

STENSON PEKIN USD 1020 UP
07/05/2023

APOLONIO J QUIROZ usD

0941 UP 07/05/2023
DELRAY MC CULLY BURNOR 0236 BNSF

07/06/2023
ABELINO J LOPEZ UPRF 0469 NIC
07/06/2023
W R MONAREZ JR AT&SFF 2405 BNSF
07/08/2023
CLEVELAND JAMMER JR AF 1011 UP
07/09/2023
ALBERTO ARREDONDO AF 1563 UP
07/10/2023
MARK A BOWMAN ARSF 3047 NS
07/10/2023
FRANK A COGLIANO ALL

0201 KEOL 07/11/2023

SCOTT B HERRMANN BURL
1105 BNSF 07/11/2023

LYNN N LUDWIG BURNOR 0297 BNSF

07/14/2023
NORRIS W PORTER usD
0657 IC 07/14/2023
VIRGLE CMC GLOTHLIN AT&SFF
2418 BNSF 07/15/2023
ROBERT G SANCHEZ AF 0644 UP
07/18/2023
TIMOTHY L BRODEEN WCSD
0472 WCL 07/23/2023
KEVIN NORTON  ALL 0987 KEOL
07/25/2023
RICKY ERIBET  ARSF 3004 NS
07/26/2023
MICHAEL SBEN USD 1020 UP
07/26/2023
STEVEN R MITCHELL usD

0654 IC 07/28/2023
ROBERT A SECODY
1020 UP 07/28/2023
HAROLD S WICKE AF 1021 UP
07/29/2023
STEPHEN M CURRIE AF 0927 UP
07/31/2023
TERRY L LINGLE AF 0965 UP
07/31/2023
DARRYL L WYATT AF 0688 UP
07/31/2023
RICARDO ELIZONCO
0686 UP 07/31/2023

*** August 2023 ***
JAMES R DOTSONAT&SFF 2418 BNSF
08/01/2023

usD

usD

40

JERRIL SINGLETON CRSD
2910 SPTA 08/01/2023
DANIEL C MAGANA usb
0918 UP 08/01/2023
WALTER M HOERNING IlI ARSF
1743 DH 08/02/2023
DAYLE S BERNER AT&SFF 2410 BNSF

08/02/2023
DANIEL J ERICKSON AT&SFF
2417 BNSF 08/02/2023
RICHARD E BROWN usb

0325 UP 08/02/2023

KEITH L BIGELOW ARSF 1323 DH

08/03/2023
RAYMOND E PRICE AF 0345 UP
08/12/2023
MARTIN LUNAAF 1563 UP

08/15/2023

JAMES F BRECKENRIDGE BURL

0798 BNSF 08/15/2023
MICHAEL SCHULTE AT&SFF

2417 BNSF 08/18/2023
DONALD J BOGEN Il CRSD
2905 NJT 08/21/2023
DONALD J PARENT AF 1099 UP

08/29/2023
MITCHELL S EARLL AF 0996 UP
08/30/2023
MELTON J ROANHORSE AF 2921 UP
08/30/2023
DONNIE BEGAY USD 1020 UP
08/30/2023
ROBERT E CASTILLO AF 1099 UP
08/31/2023
ROMMIE L DIXON AF 2729 UP
08/31/2023
HARRY JOSEPH AF 1058 UP
08/31/2023
LEO KING AF 2921 UP
08/31/2023
BERNIE G MC BRYDE AF 0688 UP
08/31/2023
DONNELL BATTLE ARSF 0804 NS
09/01/2023
Joe S SHEPHERD ARSF 0660 NS
09/01/2023
FRANCISCO GARCIA BURL

0042 SO0 09/01/2023
SHAWN L HERMAN BURL
1965 SO0 09/01/2023

CRAIGAMC COY BURL 2852 BNSF
09/01/2023

JAMES R MONDAYBURL 1108 BNSF
09/01/2023
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RETIREMENT CHANGES DURING
7/11/2023 TO 12/10/2023

JONATHAN R SAUNDERS BURL
0230 BNSF 09/01/2023
VANCE ALMOND CRSD 2910 SPTA
09/01/2023
SERGIO DE MUSSO CRSD

2905 NJT 09/01/2023

THOMAS C LEES CRSD 2905 NJT
09/01/2023
STEVE G COMSTOCK uUsD
0626 1C 09/01/2023
MICHAEL W BAILEY ARSF

0551 NS 09/02/2023

EMERSON HENDERSON JR BURL
0788 BNSF 09/02/2023
DAVID C SAUCIER USD 1165 IC
09/02/2023
MARIO GARCIA  AT&SFF 2419 BNSF
09/06/2023
KEVIN SRILEY  CRSD 2906 NJT
09/06/2023
KENNETHW MARSHALL BURNOR
0016 BNSF 09/07/2023
LEE AREYNOLDS AT&SFF 2433 BNSF
09/10/2023
ALEXANDER LESTER usD

1020 UP 09/12/2023
DENNIS SANCHEZ AT&SFF 2409 BNSF

09/13/2023

JOSEPH P GARCIAAT&SFF 2415 BNSF
09/15/2023

DAVID ABLIM BURL 0331 SO0
09/24/2023

BRUCE M CHARLEY uUsD

1020 UP 09/26/2023

BRIAN K MC BRIDE AT&SFF
2433 BNSF 09/28/2023

LORENLLONE WCSD 2929 WCL
09/28/2023

CHRISTOPHER F PETERS WCSD

2931 WCL 09/28/2023
ERNEST A MITCHELL AF 1011 UP

09/29/2023

ELVIS JAMES AT&SFF 2421 BNSF
09/29/2023

THOMAS J MALCORE usSD

0425 UP 09/29/2023

MARCUS N SIMS ARSF 0536 NS
09/30/2023
BRIAN L PRICKETT BURL

2852 BNSF 09/30/2023
RANDY G FEMRITEBURNOR 1055 BNSF
09/30/2023
DAVID B SHAW  BURNOR 0320 BNSF
09/30/2023
VICTOR GONZALEZ UPRF
0469 NIC 09/30/2023
ADALBERTO AYALA usSD
0377 UP 09/30/2023

*** Qctober 2023 ***

JAMES W STUCKENSCHMIDT USD
1879 UP 10/01/2023
WILLIAM A NELSON AF 1099 UP
10/02/2023
DANNY R GARMAN AF 0522 UP
10/03/2023
NICHOLAS LBERCHILD BURNOR
0320 BNSF 10/03/2023

MICHAEL J JANSSEN WCSD
2927 WCL 10/03/2023

SAMUEL YAZZIE USD 1020 UP
10/04/2023
JERRY D HOOTS AT&SFF 2433 BNSF
10/05/2023
ROBERT E PRICHARD JR AF 2762 UP
10/12/2023
FRANKLIN T BAILEY AT&SFF

2033 BNSF 10/14/2023
ANDREW J STOTTS BURL
1320 BNSF 10/17/2023

NICOLAS O RIVAS USD 1227 UP
10/25/2023
MOSES T VALADEZ usD
0407 UP 10/26/2023
RAMIRO S GARZA USD 1227 UP
10/30/2023
ALVEY L FULLER AF 1011 UP
10/31/2023

EUGENE JONES AF 2921 UP 10/31/2023
DWIGHT MUNOZ AF 2762 UP

10/31/2023
RANDALL D SCOTT AF 2729 UP
10/31/2023
J C WHITE ARSF 2434 NS
11/01/2023
BRIAN K CALDWELL ARSF

0571 NS 11/06/2023
R TOMMY HULSEYAT&SFF 2033 BNSF
11/08/2023
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Seoretary—Treasurer’sREPORT

Dale Bogart

AS BMWED NATIONAL DIVISION ENTERS
THE FINAL QUARTER OF OUR FISCAL

YEAR (JANUARY 1, 2024- MARCH 31, 2024),

THE FOLLOWING IS A TRANSPARENT
OVERVIEW OF THE BROTHERHOOD'’S
FINANCES.

Revenue

From July 1, 2023, through December 6,
2023, the Brotherhood collected a total of
$13,656,490.87 in regular dues, retiree dues,
and seniority retention fees (Fee Payers). Of
that, $4,858,237.24 was allocated to National
Division Dues, $8,417,886.38 was allocated for
System Dues, and $380,367.25 was allocated
for Local Lodge Dues. Total Dues Refunds were
$131,973.75 covering 1,479 refunds averaging
at $89.23 per refund.

Investments

The balance of our funds and the performance
of our investments as of December 15, 2023,
are as follows:

*The BMWED General Fund is at
$25,738,381 with a year-to-date return
of 4.83% and up from $24,551,536 from
2022.

* The BMWED Pension Fund (frozen) is at
$25,641,223 with a year-to-date return
of 6.90% and up from $24,962,346 from
2022.

*The BMWED Strike Fund is at
$14,086,006 with a year-to-date return
of 6.76% and up from $13,201,263 from
2022.

*The BMWED Health Fund is at
$3,728,772 with a year-to-date return of
6.65% and up from $2,541,896 in 2022.

» The BMWED Health and Disability Fund
is at $321,201 with a year-to-date return
of 4.49% since being established earlier
in 2023.

*While the above figures provide a positive
outlook, these funds are fluid and subject
to market adjustments, conditions, and
changes.
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Secretary-Treasurer Report

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Monthly Dues & Adjustments

In 2024 National Division dues will be adjusted
to $44.25 per month per member. This is up
from $40.25 per member per month in 2023.
The basis of this adjustment is the increased
average hourly straight-time rate calculated for
2022.

The current non-working rates for 2024 will be
$6.34 per month for Class | Dues (up $.30 from
2023), $5.89 for Class Il Dues (up $.19 from
2023), and $5.14 for non-rail (up $.23 from
2023).

The subject of dues is often unpopular;
however, it is not a discussion that | am afraid
to have because union dues are a necessary
part of conducting business and meeting
the Brotherhood’s ability and obligation to
represent the interests of our members.
Just a few of these obligations include the
administration of claims, grievances, and
discipline proceedings, legal battles with the
Carriers’ regular abrogation of our agreements,
and BMWED educational programs. Also,
providing a safe workplace by holding the
Carriers to their safety commitments is a
never-ending battle. Another obligation is
the overly burdensome government reporting
requirements that have largely been the result
of anti-union government policies of the past.
To meet all our obligations and requirements
efficiently and effectively, BMWED must be a
well-oiled Organization that can stand against
billion-dollar railroads and their army of lawyers,
lobbyists, and Labor Relations personnel. Our
organization must have committed Union
Representatives and trained staff just like any
other Organization, but that takes financial
commitment in the form of dues.

Next, | would be remiss if | did not set the
record straight with misinformation that dues
increases consume all gains made in wages.
While it is true that dues are tied to wages and
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are adjusted annually, it is not even remotely
accurate that dues increases consume wage
increases. In fact, on one Class |, the increase
in a Trackman’s wages from 2019 to 2024 is
$6.81 per hour. During that same period, that
same Trackman saw their dues increase by
$.13 per hour. This is a net gain of $6.68 per
hour even when dues increases have been
calculated. While this is just a quick rundown
of how wages and dues are related, it provides
concrete facts that dues increases do not
consume all wage gains. Indeed, it is not even
close.

Budget

As stated in my report in the Spring Edition of
the Journal, the National Division established a
budget for the current fiscal year ending March
31, 2023, aimed at reducing the previous
trend of deficit spending by 95%. Currently, we
are seeing a 90% reduction. Unfortunately,
unforeseen costs of legal services were
required as were additional legacy costs
associated with the 2022 reorganization. This
Administration is committed to being smart
with the memberships’ money and protecting
the trust that is empowered to us as financial
stewards. At the same time, we will continue
to take on any challenges from the Carriers
or their Trade Associations that pose a threat
to our members and their families’ quality and
way of life.

In closing, | wanted to give a special thanks
to the membership. Not only would this
Brotherhood not succeed without you, but
the power and prosperity of our Nation and
our supply chain would crumble. BMWED
members are the foundation of passenger,
commuter, and freight rail transportation in the
United States, period, and bar none the best at
what we do. Be Proud, Be BMWED!

Wishing you and those you love a blessed
holiday and a happy and prosperous new year!

- Dale Bogart

Secretary-Treasurer
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OBJECTION PROCEDURES FOR EXPENDITURES NOT GERMANE TO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

Sec. 1. An individual residing in the United States who is
represented by the Brotherhood, and who has elected to
become an agency fee JJayer may become an objector to
expenditures not related to collective bargaining, “contract
administration, or other chargeable expenditures. An agency
fee payer, who elects to become an ogector through these
procedures, shall pay a fee calculated in accordance with
Section 5 of this Policy.

Sec. 2. To hecome an objector, an emplt;yee represented by
the Brotherhood, shall notify the National Division Secretary-
Treasurer of his or her objection in a separate envelope %
certified mail postmarked during the month of March eacl

year. An .em;)/oyee who desires to object hut is unable to
make a timely objection because he or she is not subject to
a Union Shop Agreement in March must make an objection
within thirty (30) days after becoming subject to Union Shop
obligations and receiving notice of these procedures. The
objection shall be signed and shall contain the objector’s
current home address and the Subordinate Lodge number,
if known. The objector shall keep the Brotherhood informed
of any change in address. Objections may 0”.”V be made b,

individual employs; no petition objections will be honored.

Sec. 3. The following categories are examples of chargeable
expenditures to the extent permitted by law:

a. All expenses concerning the negotiation of
agreements, practices and working conditions;

b. All expenses concerning the administration of
agreements, practices and working conditions, including
grievance handling, all activities related to arbitration,
and discussion with employs in the bargaining unit or
emplcfzyer r?resentatl\(es regarding working conditions,
benefits and contract rights;

¢. Convention expenses and other normal union internal
governance and management expenses;

d. Social activities and union business meeting
expenses;

e. Publication expenses to the extent coverage is related
to chargeable activities;

f. Litigation expenses related to contract administration,
collective bargaining rights and internal governance;

9. Expenses for legislative and administrative
agency activities closely related to the negotiation of
administration of contracts and working conditions;

h. All expenses for the education and training of
members, Officers and staff intended to prepare the
participants to better perform chargeable activities;

i. Al strike fund expenditures and other costs of group
cohesion and economic action, e.g., demonstrations,
7q‘((eneral strike activity, informational picketing and the
Ike;

J. A proportional portion of all overhead and
administrative expenses.

Sec. 4. In the first quarter of each year, the Brotherhood
shall publish these policies and procedures in the
Journal to provide notice to employs represented by the
Brotherhood of _their n?ht to object and the procedures
for objecting. The Brotherhood “shall also send a copy
of these [Jollcres and procedures to each person who
objected the previous g/ear to inform the person of his
or her right to renew the objection for the current year.

Sec. 5. The Brotherhood shall retain a neutral auditor
to perform an independent audit of the records of the
Brotherhood and to submit an annual report for the
purpose of determining the ,percenta%e of exgend/tures
that fall within the categories specified in Section 3.
The amount of the expenditures durlng the previous
fiscal year that fall within Section 3 shall be the basis for
calculating the reduced dues or fees and assessments
that must be paid by the objector for the current fiscal year.

Sec. 6. The neutral auditor shall complete the report for
each fiscal year. This report shall include an analysis
of the major cat%gor/es of union expenses attributable
to chargeable ani non-char%eable activities. A copy of
the neutral auditor’s report shall be sent to each person
who made an objection in the current previous year.

Sec. 7. Each person entitled to receive the audit report
may challenge the legal and arithmetic bases of the
calculations in the neutral auditor’s report by _filing an
gppeal with the National Division Secretary-Treasurer.
uch appeal must be made by sending a signed letter to
the Secretary-Treasurer postmarked no later than thirt)

(30) days affer the date that the audit report was mailed.

Sec. 8. All appeals received by the union within the time
limits specified above shall be” determined by expeditious
referral to an impartial arbitrator chosen through the rules of
the American Arbitration Association (AAA) for the impartial
determination of union fees. The Brotherhood_ shall notify
the AAA that challenges to the calculation of its fees and
assessments have been received from one or more persons
and include the names and addresses of the persons
who filed the_appeals and who must be_ notified of the
proceedings. Thereupon, in accordance with its rules, the
AAAwill appoint an arbitrator and notify the Brotherhood and
the challenger. In addition, the following rules shall apply:

a. All appeals shall be consolidated and heard as
soon as the AAA can schedule the arbitration and
shall be at a location selected by the AAA to be the
most convenient for those involved in the proceeding.

b. Each party to the arbitration shall bear its, or
their own, costs. The challengers shall have the
option of paying a pro rata portion of the arbitrator’s
fees and expenses. The "balance of such fees
and expenses shall be paid by the Brotherhood.

c. Challengers may, at their expense, be represented
l&y counsel or another representative of their choice.

hallengers need not appear at the hearing and
shall be permitted to file written statements with the
arbitrator ‘instead of appearing. Such statements shall
be filed no later than the beginning of the hearing
before the arbitrator. Post-hearing statements may be
filed in accordance with the provisions of Section 8(g).
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d. Fourteen (14) days prior to the start of the arbitration,
challengers shall be provided with copies of all exhibits or
a list of all such exhibits intended to be introduced at the
arbitration by the Brotherhood and a list of all witnesses
the Brotherhood intends to call, except for exhibits and
witnesses the Brotherhood may introduce for rebuttal.
When a list of exhibits has been provided, any challenger
shall have a right to receive copies of such exhibits by
making a written request for them to the National Division
Secretary-Treasurer. Additionally, copies of all exhibits
shall be available for inspection and copying at the hearing.

e. A court reporter shall make a transcript of all
proceed/n%s efore the arbitrator. This franscript
shall be the official record of the proceedings and
may be purchased by the challengers. If challengers
do " not purchase a ‘copy of the transcript, a copy
shall be available. for inspection by challengers at
the National Division during normal” business  hours.

f. The arbitrator shall have control over all procedural
matters affecting the arbitration in order to fulfill
the dual needs of an informed and expeditious
arbitration. The arbitrator shall set forth in the  decision
the legal and arithmetic bases for the decision,
)q/w,n.g full - consideration to the legal requirements
imiting the amount that objectors may be charged.

g. The parties to the arbitration shall have the right to file a
post-hearing statement within fifteen (15) days after both
parties have completed submission of their cases at the
hearing. Such statements may not introduce new evidence
or discuss evidence not introduced in the arbitration. The
arbitrator shall issue a decision within forty-five (45)
days after the final date for submission of post-hearing
statements or within such other reasonable period as is
consistent with the AAA rules and the requirements of law.

h. The decision of the arbitrator shall be final and binding
on all findings of fact supported by substantial evidence
on the record considered as a whole and on other
findings legally permitted to be binding on all parties.

i. Upon receipt of the arbitrator's award, any adjustment
in favor of the challenger will be made from the Union
escrow account. Any adjustments in favor of the union
shall be due and owing within thirty (30) days. An individual
failing to pay any adjustments in full within the prescribed
thirty-day period will be considered as being in non-
compliance with provisions of the Union Shop Agreement.

Sec. 9. The National Division Officers will have the authority
to amend this policy, as it deems appropriate.

Sec. 10. The provisions of this procedure shall be considered
legally separable. Should any provision or portion be held
contrary to law by a court of an arbitrator, the remainin
provisions or portions thereof shall continue to be legally
effective and binding.
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